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Plainfield High School Mission Statement

The mission of Plainfield High School is to promote academic excellence and personal development.  In conjunction with rigorous instruction and high expectations, we will work collaboratively with families and the community for our students to develop skills necessary to succeed in college or career choice, challenging them to become lifelong learners and responsible, productive citizens.  

Business and Finance Department Academic Expectations (AE):
Students at Plainfield High School will:

· AE1: Read, write, listen and speak for effective communication.  
· AE2: Use technology and other sources to gather, analyze, interpret and synthesize information effectively.  
· AE3: Demonstrate problem-solving and critical thinking skills.  
Business and Finance Department Social Expectations (SE):
Students at Plainfield High School will:

· SE1: Demonstrate respect for themselves, others, diversity, and property.  
· SE3: Demonstrate honesty, integrity and personal responsibility.  
Course Overview:  
The Innovative Software Exploration course provides high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors the opportunity to participate in an exploration of the new innovative websites that are available for free.  Students will discover websites to use for research, presentations, timelines, cloud-based storage, electronic correspondence, portfolios, and other emerging technology.  The focus of the course is to establish and promote lifelong learning skills, employability, and Century 21st Learning Skills specifically Critical Thinking, Innovation, Creativity, and Information, Media, and Technology skills.                              

Students will develop essential skills for recognizing which type of media/technology to use for various projects in their education and future careers which will enhance their employability in the diverse workplaces available to them.  Upon conclusion of the class students will be required to develop and present portfolios using the research techniques, websites, and technology skills learned throughout the class.

Course Objectives:

By the end of this class students will gain knowledge of the following websites/programs:

1. Edmodo – educational social media
2. Classcraft – educational behavior/social management platform

3. Online Safety – digital citizenship, password safety (KeePass and LastPass)
4. Google Docs – for use of Word, PowerPoint, and Excel

5. Online communication options (SimpleMeet.Me, Join.Me, TodaysMeet, Awwapp)

6. School to Work Skills (Update the school’s website for the Business Department and the Career Center and eventually adding other school departments)

7. Various online researching options (WolframAlpha, DuckDuckGo, Google, Bing, Google Scholar)

8. Cloud storage (Dropbox, Google Drive and OneDrive)

9. Online organization tools (Delicious, Symbaloo, Evernote, and OneNote)

10. Online presentation software (Prezi, Padlet, Thinglink)

11. Online timeline software (Dipity, Tiki-Toki, Timetoast)

12. Online word clouds (Tagxedo, Wordle, Worditout, Tagul, and Imagechef)

13. Online flyer options (Tackk, Smore, Postermywall)
14. Online infographics (Piktochart, Easel.ly, Spritesapp)
15. Online animation options (GoAnimate, Powtoon, Scratch, Voki, Blabberize)

16. Online video options (Wideo, Tellagami, Animoto, Voicethread, PhotoShow, Screencast-o-matic)
17. Other Google Products (Street View, Google Earth, 360 Pictures, Story Spheres)
18. Personal Web Design (Weebly, Wix, and Google Sites)
19. Misc Sites: Big Huge Labs, Festisite, Mini-Mizer, Photobabble, Chatterpix, 
20. Digital portfolios (Threering, Livebinders, Diigo)

Textbook:

· There is no textbook for this class.  All software used in this class is online. Please note that due to the availability of websites, some topics/websites may be added/deleted throughout the school year. Students will be creating accounts for the majority of these sites and will learn options for keeping track of accounts/password.
Required Materials:


Agenda, headphones, and pen.  Students will be utilizing an online site called Edmodo for this class which will help with organization, paper-saving, and instructions.  Students will be shown in class how to log in to this program and can access it at school and at home.  Parents also can log in to our online classroom, please talk to the teacher for details on how to take advantage of this.  Students will also use many websites which are listed above and are all FREE for students to use.  Students will need to make logins and passwords for the majority of these sites and will be responsible for keeping track of their logins and passwords for the various sites that we use.
Assignments:

· The class is structured for hands-on experience.  Practical exercises are completed daily when learning new features and hands-on lab assignments are used for reinforcement.

· Students who do not complete assignments during the class periods are responsible for making arrangements with the instructor.  

· ALL files must be saved in the student’s “U drive” in an ISE folder or in their backpack on Edmodo.  

Attendance/Missed Assignments:  

· If a student is absent from class they are responsible for obtaining and making up all assignments upon return to class.  

· Arrangements are to be made with the instructor for study hall or after school arrangements in the lab.  
· When a student is absent 7 or more times from class in any semester, he/she will receive a 10-point reduction in grade.  

Homework Policy: 

Due to the nature of this course there is no regularly assigned homework.  
Grading:


Edmodo
20%

Assignments
40%

Tests/Portfolio
40 %
Tardiness:

· A signed agenda is required for an excused tardy.

· Unexcused tardiness to class will result in a warning for the first time; thereafter, an after-school detention will be assigned.  

Classroom Decorum:

· Unsolicited talking will result in one warning; if talking persists, an after-school detention will be assigned.

· Disruptive behavior or destruction of equipment will result in removal from class.  

· Disciplinary action will result from viewing, downloading, typing inappropriate material, or accessing the Internet without the instructor’s permission.  Refer to the student handbook for additional information.    
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